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44 

ACTION EUR- 1 2 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 HEW-06 CIAE-00 COME-00 EB-07 INR-07 

LAB-04 NSAE-00 SIL-01 EURE-00 DODE-00 PM-04 H-02 L-03 

NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-I5 USIA-15 /087 W 

008637 

p 141445ZJUL76 
FM AMCONSUL MONTREAL 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 7739 
INFO AMEMBASSY OTTAWA PRIORITY 
AMCONSUL QUEBEC 

UNCLAS MONTREAL 929 

E. O. 1 1652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, PINT, CA 

SUBJ: FURTHER BACK-TO-WORK LEGISLATION BY QUEBEC? 

REE: QUEBEC'S 150 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . MAURICE EORGET, QUEBEC MINISTER OF SOCIAL AFFAIRS, ANNOUNCED 
YESTERDAY IN MONTREAL THAT HE WILL INTRODUCE BACK-TO-WORK LEGIS- 
LATION IN AN EMERGENCY SESSION OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY UNLESS 
THERE IS A PROMPT BREAKTHROUGH IN NEGOTIATIONS WITH SOME 5,000 
STRIKING FRANCOPHONE NURSES. 

2. NURSES STRIKE HAS DIRECTLY AFFECTED SOME TWENTY-THREE MONTREAL 
FRENCH-SPEAKING HOSPITALS AND A FEW IN OTHER TOWNS BUT INDIRECT 
SPILL-OFF OF PATIENTS TO ENGLISH-LANGUAGE INSTITUTIONS HAS GRADUALLY 
BECOME OVERWHELMINGLY BURDENSOME. SITUATION HAS RIVALLED OLYMPICS 
FOR FRONT-PAGE SPACE FOR SEVERAL DAYS, WITH MEDICAL SPOKESMAN 
AVERRING THAT "CHILDREN HAVE DIED" AS RESULT OF CURTAILED 
TREATMENT OPPORTUNITIES. 

3. INJUNCTION ACTIONS AGAINST NURSES HAVE BEEN IGNORED AT URGING 
OF QUEBEC FEDERATION OF NURSES (QFN) LEADERSHIP AND PRESIDENT 
GINETTE GOSSELIN REFUSED TO COMMENT ON WHETHER UNION WOULD RE- 
COMMEND ITS MEMBERSHIP OBEY BACK-TO-WORK LEGISLATION. 
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4. FORGET MADE IT CLEAR THAT SUCH LEGISLATION, WHILE NOT 
"REPRESSIVE", WOULD GIVE QEN NURSES LESS THAN OTHER NURSES HAVE 
ACCEPTED AS RESULT OF NEGOTIATIONS EARLIER THIS YEAR. HE DID NOT 
COMMENT ON WHETHER LEGISLATION WOULD ALSO COVER SOME 1,000 PARA- 
MEDICS ALSO ON STRIKE. 

5. QUEBEC CABINET MEETING IN EMERGENCY SESSION AND NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY COULD BE RECALLED BY FRIDAY. 

HARPER 
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